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.TO  YOUNG  PEOPLE,  &c. 

Qontcdmng  objectiont  to  what  has 

been  asserted  in  the  foregoing  nwn- 
« 

bers, 

I 

1st.  Objccion. 

INFIOELS  af&tn® 

little  “confidence  that  the 
prophesies  were  written  after  the 
predicted  events  had  actually  taken 
place,  and  of  course  are  of  no  avail 
in  nndicating  the  divine  authentici¬ 
ty  of  the  scriptures.  This  objec¬ 
tion  has  been  made  with  particular 
reference  to  the  prophecy  of  Moses 
respecting  the  calamities  which 
should  befal  the  Jews  in  case  of  their 
revolt  from  the  worship  of  the  true 
Godi  The  enemies  of  revealed  re¬ 
ligion  cannot  help  observing  a  most 
perfect  coincrdence.  between  the 
predictions  of  the  divine  Legate  and 
■  the  sufferings  aiKl  state  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  nation  in  its  overthrow  and 
dispersion.  Since  Moses  i  s  almost  lit¬ 
eral  m  his  prophetic  description^  the 
only  method  of  evading  the  force  of 
the  argument  in  favor  oj|>4iis.divine 
inspiration,  is  placing  the  prediction 
posterior  to  the  event.  According¬ 
ly,  it  is  said  that  the  pinphecy  of 
Moses  recorded  in  the  28lh  f'hap. 
xif  Deuteroiwmv  was  gi»'cn  out  sub¬ 


sequent  to  the  destruction  of  Jeru¬ 
salem.  This  objection  is  raised  be¬ 
cause  no  other  conld  be  devised.  It 
is  resorted  to  for  the  sake  of  aiding  a 
desperate  cause.  For  every  one  who 
is  conversant  with  corrpet  historic 
fact,  must  know,  that  the  Septua 
gint  containing  the  Five  bocks  of 
*  Moses  was  translated  from  the  ori¬ 
ginal  Hebrew  into  the  Greek  lan¬ 
guage  at  least  two  hundred  years 
before  the  destrudlion  of  Jerusalem 
by  the  Romans.  This  work  was 
patronized  and  executed  by  order  of 
Plotemy  Philadelphus  king  of  E- 
gypt,  and  is  now  extant.  Tl.is  trans¬ 
lation  is  acknow  lodged  to  Le  a  cor¬ 
rect  one  by  the  Jewish  Rabbins 
who  have  always  been  particularly 
cautious  in  preserving  not  only  their 
own  history,  but  the  books  of  the 
old  testament  free  from  the  least  de¬ 
gree  of  human  mixture.  The  ob¬ 
jection  appeai-s  equally  weak  in  re¬ 
ference  to  the  fulfilment  of  prophecy 
in  general.  It  is  futile,  and  there¬ 
fore  of  no  force. 

2.  It  is  objected,  that  if  God 
were  to  make  a  revelation,  he  would 
communicate  it  to  the  whole  world, 
w  hcreas  but  a  very  small  propor¬ 
tion  of  mankind  have  any  knowledge 
of' the  scriptures.  This  ot^ection 
loses  its  force,  if  we  admit  the  justice 
of  God  in  his  government  of  the 
world.  Nothing  is  more  apparent, 
than  the  dispaiity  of  God's  treat- 
ment  of  the  nations  of  the  esj%h  in 


t 
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reiiccl  on  as  null  fejpiic  and  genuine. 
This  objeciidn  so  far  from  having  a-' 
ny  solidity  carries  its  own  conluia. 
tion.  ,Forif\ve  suppose,  that  Gcd 
in  infinite  goodness  was  once  pleas 
ed  to  corainunicate  to  sinful  crea 
tures  a  special  revelation  of  his  will 
we -must  suppose  the  same -godd 
ness  t^bnld  induce  him  to  preserv( 
it  fn>m  being  corrupted.  It  is  ih 
consistent  with  'the  wisdtm  -and 
goodness  of  God  to  suppose  the 
scriptures  mutilated  and  differenf 
froin  wha<  they  once  were.  If  God 
once  saw  reason  for  giving  a  revc 
lation  of  his  mind  for  the  ifisti-uc 
tion  of  his  creatures,  the  same  reas 
oh  must  induce  h/ni  to  prcselwi  it 
would  Tfiake  such  an  one  as  men  from  spoliation.  We  must  all  sec 
could  comprehend.  Here,  as  well*  that  Gcd  is  able  to  secure  his  word 


his  providential  'government,  i  And 
dare  we  say  Go3  is  unjust  in  this  dis¬ 
parity  !  If  we  should  say  the  scrip¬ 
tures  are  untrue,  "because  all  men 
— «rc  not  acquainted  w  ith  them,  we 
might  with  fiqnal  reason,  object  a- 
— t^inst  the  equity  of  God,  in  his  prov- 
hleivce. — The  obfectiorr  he? with  e- 
qual- force  againk  constitution 
■'^nd"(£6iir5e'0f  natirre  as' Against  the 
scYipturhs.  Besides  it  is  in  cohsc- 
'  quence  of  rejecting  the  true  God  in 
the  first  instance,  that  all  men  have 

•  not  the  bible  in  their  hands.  I'his' 

•  objection  has  nothing  to  sustain  it. 

! 

^  ‘  3.  It  is  alle'dged,  tliat  if  God  \Verc' 
to  ijiv^  a  revelation  to  t^e  world,  he 
would  ifiake  sucb  an  one  as  men 


us  elsewhere,  let  US  speak  for  God,' 
lest  we  fall  in  judgment.  Were' 
God  to  reveal  his  mind  to  the  w’orld,' 
is  it  to  bd  supposed  that  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  a  day  would  take  in  the 
wh<rfe  at  a  single  glance  or  in  the* 
Hmited  pidriod  of  a  short  life  ?  If  We' 
could  now  comprehend  the  length 


free  from  the  mixture  of  human  er 
ror.  And  it  is  true,  God  has  so  cir 
cumstanced  the  world,  that  it  has  in 
no  period  been  possible  that  the  c 
riginal  scriptures  should  undergo 
the  ieasi  change.'  For  ’  from  the 
very  fiVst  coihmiinicatioU  of  God’s 
mind  by  a  special,  revelation,  rhcn 


and  breadlh  of  the  revealed  system,  •  who  have  been  allowed'  the  perusal 
the  business  of  research  would  be  •  of  it,  have  entertained  very  difi'erent 
at  an  end.  If  the  scriptures  are  to  -  ideas  Of  hs  dohtcnls.'  Even  up  to 
be  giv'dn  up  because  we  cannot  *  the  present  period  there  is  a  wide 
comprehend  them,  must' we  not  by  '1  disagrecitie'nt  respecting  the  doc 
the  same  rule,  give  up  our  belief  of  trines  taught  in  the  scriptures.— 
the  divine  exbtence,  because  the  -  This  clashing  of  opinion  has  always 
subject  is  too  elCvated  for  the  entire,  been  an  effe'ctual  bar  against  adding 
development  of' the  human  mind?  ,to  or  diniinishidg  the  sacred  cdii- 
“  * '  ■  ’  ■  ■  ^  tents.  For  on  the  suppositicii,  tlfet 

r  one  sectary  to  help  its  course,  should 
r  inteiiiolate  or  expunge  fiem  the  O'; 
riginal  texts,  the  opposing  party 
would  instantly  detect  the  fraud. 
We  very  well  Know,  that  at  this 
time,  it  would  be  impossible  to  altCr 
"  the  letter  of  the  bible  without  disedv- 

•  cr\\  And  it  nevei'  have  been 

0  ^  * 

less  practicable  than  at  this  time. 
Oppo.sitc  sectaries  have  existed 
from  the  beginning,-  ^Lich  circun;- 
stance  has  beert  overruled  by  God 


■  God’s  works,  which  prove  his  exist- 

•  ence  are  as  unsearchable'  as  his 
word,  and  it  is  the  glory  of  both, 
that  they  open  a  field  for  endless  con- 
fefttplation  and  improvement  ift  the 
knowledge  and  enjoyment  of  God- 
This  objection  is  an  argument  for 

•  the  truth  of’God’s  word.  ' " 

4.  Ok  the  supposition  that  the 
scriptures  were  true,  yet  they  are  so 
ancient,  that  by  this  time’they  have 
'  lost  tbeir  oi-iginal  pttrity  b'y  jrassing 
-  through  the  hands  of  so' many  tians-  -  for  the  preservation  of  his  word 
eiibers,- and  therefore  art  not  lb  be  ;  wiihcul  mixture  of  human -inven- 


r,  Ex/terimertial  Religion,  ' . 


The  Jews  also  have  in  their 
hand  copies  of  the  Q.d  tg,§tai^.ent  of . 
earjier  .datg  than  the  Christian  era 
which  correspond  with  our  transla¬ 
tion.  Copies  also  of  the  New  festa- 
inent  as  early  as  the  fourth  centu¬ 
ry  have  been  preserved  to  t,his 
time.  So  that  nothing  is  more  evi¬ 
dent,  than  that  the  tyhole  of  the  bi- 
l)le  IS  handed  down,  to  us  exactly  as 
5rst  revealed.  ;  ,  , 

r 

I 

5.  But  can  the  scriptures  be  a  re¬ 
velation  from  Go<l,  since  ,mcn  cn- 
tert^n  so  many  different  opinions 
ItespecUng  them.  This  has  often 
been  natned  as  a'  very; formidable  ob- 
jcGlion. A-dmitting  the  'scriptures 
to  contain  a  perfect  system  of  reli-- 
gion,  which  if  from  God, .they  must, 
might  k  not  be  expected,  that  sin-' 
£ul  beings,  would  disagree  respect¬ 
ing,  its  •  contents  ?  Difference  of* 
sentiment,  aljout  the  bible  arises 
from  imperfection  in  us,  and  not  fioin 
fiuit  in  itself.  Should  we  say  that- 
the  bible  can  not  be  a  revelation 
from  God  because  of.tlig  multiplici¬ 
ty  of  opinions  concerning  the  doc¬ 
trines  it  contains,  we.raight  v.dth  e- 
qual  reason  contend}  (hat  there  is 
ito  true  iljeory  pf  the  ^lar  system, 
because  men  have  •eptertained  vari¬ 
ous  sentiments  on  the-.^ubject.  i\s 
respects  the  real  friends  of  revealed 
truth,  it  is  not  true  ‘tiiat.  they  have, 
disagreed  in  gne  ;  essei^tial  point. 
They  have  heeh}  tmd  are  still  called 
by  different  names.  But  their 
sentiments  have  accorded  iu  all  the 
cardinal  doctrines.  .  ’ 

6.  Has  not  the  bibjs  occasioned 
innumerable  evils  in  the  world  ?  It 
is  true  the  wicked  have  perverted 
tills  greatest  of  all  blessing  as  tliey 
have  every  other.  Men  under  the 
cloak  of  religion  have  gone  to  all 
lengths  in  sin.  B.ut  what  then  ? 
df'ies  this  in  tjic  least  invalidate  the 
CKcellency  of  the  Clirlstian  religion, 
that  men  have  abused  It.  Do  we 


say  r that  the  common  bounty  on 
I  which  we  live,  is  no  blessiqg  bc- 
.  cause  so  often  perverted  and  abus- 
gal  ?  Or  do  we  say  there  is  no  gen¬ 
uine  specip  because  there  is  much 
counteiitoijt '?  VVe  might  as  well 
say  this  as  to  say  the  bible  is  untrue, 
bepause  the  wicked  have  made  them¬ 
selves,  vile,  under  its  cpvert.  This 
objection  gives  way  like  the  fore-; 
going,  a!>d  so  would,  every  other-. 
For  if  a  system  is  detjapnstrably 
true',  objections  will  fell  like  stublile 
before  the  desolating  flames.  And 
thus  all  t'le  objections  to  disprove  the 
divine  autlidhiicity  of  the  scriptures 
amount  to  nothing  pn  examination. 
They  fall.atthc  slightest  touch,  and 
the  barriers  of  sacred  truth  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  a'  conclusive.ness  which 
all  the  jxiwers  of  earth  and  hell  will 
nevty  be  able  to  resist. 


SOME  CONSIDERATIONS, 

>  T  ^  *  T  A 

IVit/i  rc's/i^ct  to  (hr  fitr^uation  of  a 
:  ,  fijrrson  being  triil'j  converted. 

t Grace  l>c  really  in  the  soul, 

though  it  do  not  appear  gloriously 
to  it.‘  '  Though  all  graces  exist; 
wher;e;py^r  oije  epeist^,  yet  all  graces 
,  are  pot.  always  exercised  together. 
The  actings  of  sin  and  grace,,  in  the 
affectipns  and  passions^  are  not  .so 
much  to  be  regarded  in  the'  exam- 
ination  of  our  state,  as  the^r. 
in  the  miiul  and  will,  where  hath 
[  its  principal  strength,  True  re- 
j  pentance  consists  in  a  sweet  xnelt- 
ing  of  heart  for  sin,  and  loatiang  and 
forsaking  it,  rather  than  in  aivy  se*;- 
sibie  apprehensions  of  God's  wrath. 
The  spirit  of  bondage,  and  a  mere 
law-work,  do,  of  themselves,  pro¬ 
duce  bad  effects.  There  may  be 
love  to  God,  and  sincerity  in  the 
bcRit,  \yher^  God' hida^  face, 

1  and  smites  one  in  all  the  labour 
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hands.  The  quality^  nature,  and 
sincerity  of  actions  and  graces,  are 
inore  to.  be,  loo\ed  to  than  their 
incasui'e.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  to  be¬ 
lieve  on  Christ,  be  their  state,  frame, 
or  way,  wKat  It  will.  Atftictions, 
spiritual  and  temporal,  though  evil 
in  themselves,  may  flow  from  God’s 
Jove,  and  be  intended  for  good. — 
God  mi»y  have  heard  andacfcepted  a 
prayer,  which  he  doth  not  answer 
tor  a  long  time.  ’  God’s  love  to  his 
people  is  more  Vented  in  humbling, 
strengthenuig,  and  sanctifying  the 
soul,  than  in  comforting  it  with  ex¬ 
traordinary  raptures.  God’s  love 
doth  not  always  vent  itself  in  the 
manner  his  people  wish  :  instead  of 
removing  trouble,  he  often  supports 
and  comforts  under  it.  Christ’s 
love  ahd.our  happiness  appear  more 
in  him  and  his  promises,  and  what 
he  will  give,  than  in  what  he  hath  al¬ 
ready  gh’en.  Though  true  grace 
itself;  never  perisheth,  gracious 
frames  often  last  but  a  short  time. 

As  God’s  mercy  and  trith  are  the 
ground  of  our  hope,  joy,  life,  light 
and  comfort,  our  sinfulness  -.or 
weakness  should  never  dicourage 
us,  or  make  us  doubt*  of  hfeaven.. 
The  Lord  Jesus  naay  *cnler  into  a 
soul  very  ‘  indiscernibiy.*  God’s 
word,  not  his  dealings‘S*’ith  others, 
is  our  only  rule.  In  every  saint 
there  is  indwelling  corruption,  bent 
on  every  wickedness,  as  well  as  real 
grace,"  which  delights  in  the?  law  of 
the  Lord.  At  wme  seasons  saints’ 
graces  continue  in  their  root,  but  do 
not  flourish,  because  it  is  a  spiritual 
•winter.  The  exercise  of  faith  is 
most  pleasing  to  God,  and  profitable 
to  ourselves,  and  unbelief  is  most 
hateful  and  dishonorable  to  God, 
and  most  prejudicial  to  us.  God’s 
word,  and  neither  books  of  men,  nor 
providences,  nor  suggestions,  is  our 
only  rule  of  faith  and  practice.  We 
ought  not  to  look  so  much  on  tlie 


.beginning  of  a  Christian’s  Sife-  or 
exeroises  as  to  the  end  of  it. 

,  -  .  Timothy. 


.^n  account  of  the  inquisition. 

The  prisons  of  the  inquisition  are- 
little  dark  cells,  without  furniture- 
but  a  hard  quiit ;  the  prisoner  is  trot 
permitted  to  .  see  any  one  except 
i  his  kc&per,  in  this  cell,  wl;b  brings 
his  diet  with,  a  lamn  that  burns  half 
an  hour,  and  departs;in  silentc.  At- 
tlie  end  of  three  days  he  is"  carried 
to  the  inquisitor,  and  !akes"an  oath, 
to  roturn  true'  answers  to  all  ques¬ 
tions  which  shall  be  put  to  him,  and 
to  confess  all  his  heresies.  If  he 
have  no  hbre'sies  to  confess,  he  is 
carried  back  to  his  doleful  dungeon 
for  three  days  more,  to  recollect 
himself,  and  to  call  to  mind  his  her¬ 
esies,  his  teachers,  and  his  accom¬ 
plices.  Being  again  brought  before 
the  inquisitors,  they  ask  him,' where 
he  was  born  and  educated  i  who  were 
his  parents,  ’  tnasters,  confessors"? 
wh^n'fic  was  last  at  confession,  or 
the  mass  ?  If,  in  answering  all  tliese 
"  questions,  he  cannot  be  brought  to 
.  accuse  himself,  he  is  sent  back  a- 
:  gain  to  his  dark  and  dismal  prison, 
and  time  is  given-  him  to  pray  for 
repentance.'  ■  At  the  end  of  three* 
days,  1  he  is  carried  again  to  the  in-* 
quisitors,'  who  now  examine  hint  cn 
the  peculiar  doctrines  of  popery,  on' 
transubstanilation,  oh  worsl.ippitTg’ 
the  host,  images,  saints,  and  the 
Virgin  Mary  ;  on  the  infallibility  of 
the  I’ope,  and  his  power  to  pardon 
sins  past,  present,  and  to  come,  &c. 
&c.  If  he  answers,  that  he  believes 
all  this,  he  is  then  taken  to  the  rack, 
attended  by  a  notary,  who  is  to 
write  down  his  confession.  Here 
he  remains  in  torment  tor  one  hour 
by  the  glass ;  after  which,  a  sur¬ 
geon  puts  his  bones  in  joint,  and  he 
is  cairied  back  to  his  cell.  And  h"-7 


isr  • 


jfn  Incitement  t(T  bear  Sufferings  fiatiently.  ’  '  > 


horrid  process  is  repcviied  ^  three 
timcS)  at  ccrtain'uitervalsj:,  till  the 
miserable  vC'rctch^  perhaps^  confess¬ 
es  heresies  he  was  never  guilty  ofj 
or  acknowledges  that  he  dare  not 
worship  idols.  If?  after  two* days, 
the  prisoner  affirms  that  his  contes** 
sion  was  extorted  from  him  by  the 
torments  he  underwefit,  aud  there¬ 
fore  refuses  to  sign  it,  he  is  again 
put  u\)ou  the  rack.  If  he  confesses 
that  he  did  speak  hcritical  words 
but  to  sure  his  estate  for  his  family, 
affirms,  that  he  spake  theri  unadvis¬ 
edly,  he  is  put ‘upon  the  rack  to 
prove .  the  •  truth  of  this  assertion. 
The  prisoner  never  knows  who  are 
his  accusers,  or  what  paViiculur 
words  or  actions  are  laid  to  his 
charge ;  nor  must  his  advocate 
know  these  things.  Witnesses  are 
compelled  to  give’  evidence,  under 
pain  of  greater  -  excommunication  ; 
/and  hisoMTi  ativocute  is  bound  by 
oath  to  divulge  his  client’s  secrets. 
Vv  hen  the  fatal  morning  is  come, 
the  dominicians  begin  the  proces¬ 
sion,  followed  by  t'^e  penitents  cloth¬ 
ed  in  black,  barefooted,  and  with 
wax  candles  in  their  hands  ;  some 
have  beiiitoes,  and  others,  who  have 
just  escaped  being  burnt,  have  in¬ 
verted  flames  painted  on  their  gar¬ 
ments  :  then  come  the  negative  and 
relapsed,  with  flames  jxjintcd  up¬ 
wards  ;  tlien  the'  proftsssd,  with 
flumes  painted  on  their  garments 
and  on  their  breasts,  carrying  their 
pictures,  with  dogs,  serpents, 
and  devils  round  them,  all  with  open 
mouths.  The  familiars  and  inqui¬ 
sitors  close*  the  procession.  After 
prayers  and  a  sermon,  the  prisoners 
i^re  delivered  over  to  the  secular 
arm,  with  earnest  entreaties  not  to 
touch  their  blood,  or  put  their  life  in 
danger  !  They  are  instantly  bound 
in  chains,  carried  to  tlie  secular  pris¬ 
on  for  about  two  hours,  then  bro’t 
out,,  chained  to  stakes  about  four 
yards  high,  seated  'within  half  a 
yard  of  the  top  ;  wlicn  the  negative 


and  relapsed,  are  strangled,  but  the 
honest  and  professed  are  solemnly 
delivered  up  to  the  devil  after 
wJiich,  the  holy  fatJier  leaves  them  ; 
when,  their  faces  l>epig  first  scorch¬ 
ed,  tlie  furze  is  kindled  round  themi 
and  in  about  half  an  hour,  in  culm 
weather, ,  or  in  about  two  hours  in 
vei  y  windy  weather,  Uicir  excrucir 
atii^g  tornienu  eiul.  '  ^ 


The  Three  Questiom. 

Bernard’s  tliree  questions  are 
worth  the  asking  onrseUes.  in  an, 
enterprise: — 1.  Is  it  lawful  f  May 
I  do  it,  and  not. sin  ?  .2.  Is  it  I>ecom~ 
ing  me  as  a  Chrutir-n  ?  ?t'Iay  1  -do  it, 
and  DoL'  wrung  my  yofession  ? ;  3. 
Is-it,  expedient'?  -May  I  do  it  and 
not  offend  my  weak-  Lnotlier  ? 


,1n  incitsment  to  hear  suj'eringa  pa¬ 
tiently. 

I  HAVE  often  thought  and  medi¬ 
tated  on  the  sufferings  of  ourblesscd 
Lord  and  Saviour  ;  and  iiuve  lately 
occupied  on  that  poition  of  sacred 
writ,  in  the  12th  o^'St.  John’s  Gos^ 
pel,  where'  Christ,  in  the  view  cf  his 
sutFerings,  leaves  tltese  memorable 
words:  “  If  any  man  serve  ine,  let 
him  follow  me  !”  This  passage  i.ere 
quoted,  was  spoken  to  Andrea  ai-d 
Philip  at  that  remarkable  uiqc. 
when  some  Grecians  expressed 
their  desire  of  seeing  Jesus :  and, 
what  is  worthy  of  notice,  Amiiew 
ci'.d  Philip  were  among  the  first  dis¬ 
ciples  of  our  Lord,  and  the  first  to  W 
partakers  with  him  in  his  suntr- 
ings.  Indeetl,  the  AposUos 
friends  ofCiirid  wore  treated,  dur¬ 
ing  their  lives,  us ‘malefactors  :  they 
were  imprisoned — they  were  ban¬ 
ished — they  wandered  about,  being 
destitute,  afflicted,  tormented,  hated^ 


«  • 
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JReli^tor/g  TnteW^e^  Cf. 


iBespised~?Afy,*  of '^^'hom  the  world 
•was  not  worthy.  *'  •  v;-  - 

After  several  years  thus  passed, 
they,  like  the  prophets  and  martyrs 
of  the  Old  Testament,  were  tortur¬ 
ed,  not  accepting  deliverance  ;  they 
were  slain  with  the  sword.  Much 
instnuition  might  be  repeated  from 
a  recollection  of  a  catalogue  of  the 
Apostles,  joined  in  a  serious  consid¬ 
eration  of  what  was  their  lot  in  this 
World. 

Peter  was  cmcihed  ; 

Andrew  was  dnicifiecl ; 

Bartholovitw  was  flayed  alive  ; 

John  was  banished)  after  having 
'  •  been  cast  into  a  caldron  of  boil¬ 
ing  oil  ; 

Two  domes  \  one  was  beheaded  ; 

‘  -  of  the  other  the  brains  were 
dashed  out  _ 

Philip  was  stoned  ; 

Thomas  stabbed  f 

Matthew  behead^  ; 

•  cmcHfied’;  •  • 

Jude  shot  with  arrows  ; 

Matildas  stabbed  ; 

-  beheaded. 

W  iTUis  some  few  months  of  the 
Tnart)'tdom  of  Peter  and  Paul,  the* 
first  general  persecution  broke  out* 
It  is  one  of  the  honors  of  the  Christ¬ 
ian  church,  that  its  first  persecutor 
was  Nero. 

Great  numbers  of  (he  friends  and 
disciples  of  the  apostles  were  then 
cruelly  tormented  and  murdered  ; 
.as  is  described  hi  the  fifteenth  book* 
of  the  Annals  of  Tacitus. 

Perenntihu^  christiams^  addita  ///- 
dthna^  ut  ferarnm  tert^is  contecti^  la- 
via/u  canum  iittencent^  ar/t  cr?fcihi/s^ 
a^ixi  ;  ant  Ji ammandi  atque  ubi  rfr- 
fecisset  dies  in  tisum  nocturni  tundnis 
urerentur.  chap.  44.  The  English 
of  which  is :  The  death  of  the 
Christians  uas  made  a  common 


sport  :  they  were  either  clotherf 
with  the  skins  of  wild  beast,  and 
expbsed  to  the  fury  of  the  dogs ; 
fixed  to  crosses  ;  or  consumed  by 
lire.  Uy  night  they  were  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  flame.  Standing  at  the 
stake^they  were  fakened  to  it  by 
a  hook  round  the  neck.  Then 
burning  pitch  was  poured  upon  their 
head  frorn  a  red-hot  plate  ;  so  that 
the  streams  of  human  juices  made 
a  furrow  in’  the  sand  of  the  amphi¬ 
theatre’.  '  *  .  *  ' 

This  holy  and  illustrious  group 
gained  the  crown  of  martyrdom  ; 
they  readily  left  every  thing  to  o- 
bcy'the  divine  call,,  and  thcy  follow- 
ed  their' master^Sc  path  to  heaven. 
Enabled  not  by  the  strength  of  na¬ 
ture  or  tlieiroun  resclutions,  but 
by  Ihc  power  of  that  the 

words  of  Chi  ist  were  exemplified  in 
them  :  he  that  hateth  his*  life  in 

world  shall  have  it  unto  life  e- 
icynal/"  Whereibre,  seeing  we  al¬ 
so  are  encompassed  about  witJi  .so 
great  a  cloud  of  witnesses,  let  us  run 
with/zar/ence  the  race‘that  is  set  be¬ 
fore  us  ;  looking  unto  Jekus,  who 
cnduied  tlie  cross  and  despised  the 
shame  thereof,  and  the  contradic- 
Hon  of  sinners  appunat  himself ;  lest 
ye  lie  ivcaiicd  and  faint  in*  your  mind, 

-  •  *  ...t  ... 


Extract  of  a  letter  fx;om  a  respectable 
'  gentleman  in  Calcutta^  dated  Au^ 
gust  7,  1807.  ' 

.  ♦  : , 

The  missionaries  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  conceding  whom  you  inquir¬ 
ed,  are  in  gpmcral,  respectable  men. 
'I'heir  head,  Mr.  Carey,  is  a  won¬ 
derful  man.  As  an  oriental  * schol¬ 
ar,  I  mean  in  the  knowledge  of  lan¬ 
guages,  he  leaves  the  celebrated  Sir 
William  Jones  behind  him.  lie  is 
professor  of  the  Sanscrit,  the  holy 
language  of  the  Brahmins,  in  the 
College  of  Port  William.  Indefat^ 


igably  industrious ;  mild  irt  bis 
temper,  aiKl  yet  dignified  in  his 
manners,  he  seems  admirably  qual* 
ified  as  a  minister  of  Christ,  and  an' 
agent  for  the  .propagation  ofhislio- 
ly  gospel. 

“  The  subscription  has  been  no- 
.  bly  supported  in  this  country.  The 
•  Rev.  Dr.  Buckanah,  a  high  church¬ 
man,  and  a  clcrgyntan  of  great  in¬ 
tegrity  and  ability,  has  so  favorable 
an  opinion  of  these  missionaries, 
..that  he  has  subscribed  .5000  rupees 
towards  carrying  on-thfeir  ti*ahsla* 
tU»n  of  the  Bible.  The  society  is. 
wealthy,  but  I  can  venture  to  say 
that  they  devote.tbcii*  wealth  to  the 
purpose  for  which  generous  and 
pious  m’en'  have  deposited  h  in  their 
hands.  The  missionaries  live  to¬ 
gether  at  S^rampore,  and  kefp  a 
school,.,  which  defrays  their  private 
cxpcrlces.  ,  I  do  sincerely  esteem 
.  them  as  a  'tody  of  men,  and,  being 
personally  acquainted  with  some 
individuals,  I  know  that  the  purity 
Qf  their  private  lives  accords  with 
the  sanctity  , of  their  public  ^mhiis- 
trutions.  They  are  anabaptists.” 

rano/ilist. 


XMLICIOUS  tRACr  SOCIETr,  LQUBOy, 

% 

May  15,  1806,  this  .society  hr  Id 
their  seventh  annual  niecilng  at  St. 
Paul’s  coffce-liOusc,  London,  which 
Was  more  numerously  attended  than 
any  former  one^and  proved  a  meet¬ 
ing  of  peculiar  interest,  from  the  ex¬ 
tended  exertions  and  growing  use¬ 
fulness  of  that  institution. 

The  zeal  for  the  diffusion  of  di¬ 
vine  truth,  which  induced  the  for-' 
ination  of  this' society,  appears  to  in¬ 
crease  in  pro|>ortion  as  new  objects 
present  themSidves,  and  us  the 
means  of  attending  to  them  are  af¬ 


forded  to.  the.  committee^ 
whose  report  it  appears,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  fast  year,  seven  hew 
tracts  of  the  first  series,  have  been 
published;  Five  have  been  trans* 
lated  and  published  by  the  society 
in  the  Welch  language,  .one  in  tlje 
Gaelic,  one  in  the  Spanish,  ohe  (n 
the  f taliap,  and  two^  in  the  German 
languages.  That  since  the  last  re¬ 
port,  about  600,000  of  the  first  se¬ 
ries  hay  e  been  issued  from  the  de¬ 
pository  ;  •and  that  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  issued  sinre  the  cdmmencer 
ment  of  the  institution,  in  1799,  ex¬ 
ceeds  2,700,000.  . '  "  ^ 

That  the  committee  havt  gratu¬ 
itously  distributed  among  the  army 
and  navy,  to  foreign  prisoners  of 
war,  among  the  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ireland,  and  to  other  places  where 
the  necessity  was  urgent,  110,000 
tracts. 

That  the  committee  had  com¬ 
menced  the  important  attempt, 
which  was  sanctioned  by  the  last  an¬ 
nual  meeting,  of  subverting  the  per-  ^ 
nicious  tracts,  so  extensively  circu¬ 
lated  by  hawkers  throughout  the 
kingdom,  by  the  publicaticn  of  a 
new  series  of  tracts,  pechliaHy  a- 
dapted  for  sale  by  such  persons ; 
designed  to  be  both  entertaining 
and  instructive:,  having  cuts,  and  be¬ 
ing  primed  in  the  same  foi*m  as 
those  usually  sold  by  the  hawkers  ; 
three  of  which  have  been  iranslafed 
and  published  in  the  Welch  lan¬ 
guage  ;  and,  as  an  inducement  to 
such  persons  to  engage  in  the  sale  of 
them,  the  committee  have  fixed  the 
price  so  low  as  to  yield  to  the  vend¬ 
ers  and  haukers  a  profit  superior  to 
that  on  any  other  tracts  hiihtrio 
published. 

A  very  extensive  correspr ndence 
has  been  opined  lor  the  fuitheiance 
pf  this  coiu  env,  and  about  560,000 
of  the  i»c\v  stiits  of  irucls  ba>c  been 


r  * 


'{<(y 


•  t  ’  •  . 

■ — •  V 

Reitgious  mt^Ugonce. 


•‘already  issued  ;  but  as  reiuiiis  have,'  j  present^  of  the  conversion  ol  junner;. 
^  ‘  not  yet  been  received  from  m^y  of  J  to  God  by  the  reading  of  tracts  pub’- 


the  society’s  agents,  the  exact  num¬ 
ber  sold  cannot  be ’ascertained. 

•  •  •  •  K 

Th^  committee  strongly  reepm* 
xnVid'to  their  Christian  brethreif  to 


lished  by  this  society ;  sohie  of 
.  which,  we  hope,  •will  be  made  pub- 
lic,-as  an  encouragement  to  perse-* 
verance  ’in  the  distribution  ;  and  as 
n  persuasive  to  those,  ■who  hare  not 


■jeonsider/tjie  vast  in)pcfrtance  of  sub-.  Vet  begun  this  work,  16  defay  it  no 
'verting  the  vicious  tracts,’ and  pro-  longer,  and  to  reflect  how  mahyep. 
fane  ballads,  which  supply  tempta- '  portunities  they  have  lost  of  putting 
tion  and  corruptidn  to  the  rising  tracts  into  the  hands  of  others,  which 
generation;  and  they  earnestly  en-  might  have  been  instry'’'^^t>tal  in 

treat  every  friend  to  religibn  and  saviiig  souls  from  eternal  punish- 
virtue  to  look  around  on  the  shops |  ment,  and  leading  them  to  joys, 
hear  his  residShce,  which  a’l'c’  the  which  will  never  cease, 
depositories  of  such  vehicles  of  vice, '  ■  Mag, 


virtue  to  look  around  on  the  shops] 
'hear  his  residSnee,  which  a’l-e  the 
depositories  of  such  vehicles  of  vice,' 
and  to*exert  Ws  influence  to  intro-: 
'duce  in  their  place »tbe^acts  pub-f 
•  lished  by  this  society  ;  and  it  is  es¬ 
pecially  desirable  that  wholesale 
venders,  who  at  present  supply  the 
small  shops  and  hawkers,  should  be 
made  fully  acquainted  with  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  the  increased  profit  of  I 


NEW  ENGLAND. 

Thf.  number  of  young  gentle¬ 
men,  who  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Aarts,  in  the  different 
Colleges  in  Ncw-England,  in  1806, 
follow  s ; 


two  pence  in  the  shilling  to  be  oh-  Colleges  in  Ncw-England,  in  1806, 
'tained  by  the  sale  of  them.  As  it  follow  s  ; 

'must  rejoice  the  heart  of  every 

'Christian  to  be  able,  in  any  degree,  ’  ArHarvard,  in  Cambrige,  (Ms.)  41 
to  eject  the  poison,  or  to  counteract  YaleJ  New-fJaven,  (von.)  73 


its  deadly  influence,  let  every  reader  Brown,  Providence,  (R.  I.)  1 8 

use  immediate  exertion  for  that  im-  Dartmouth,  Hanover,  (N.  H.)  25 

poitant  purpose.  Williams, ;Wijliamstown,(Ms.)  2 1 

Middlebury,  Middlebury,(Vt.)  14 
The  committee  have  recently  Burlington,  Burlington,  (Vt.)  6 

published  a  uniform  edition  of  the  Bowdoin,  Brunswick,  (Me.)  7 

first  series  of  tracts  in  two  hand-  — 

some  volu.mes,  the  price  of  which  .  Total,  210 

is  fixed  extremely  lo^  j  but  as  it  has  In  1805,  the  whole  number  was  188 
necessarily  occasioned  a  heavy  ex-  —■ 

pense  to  the  society,  they  earnestly  Increase  32 

entreat  every  friend  to  promote  the 

sale  ofthem,  for  the  purpose  of  re-  *  ’  -  — 

plenishing  the  funds,  and  promoting 

the  interest  of  the  institution.  '  CoMMUHicArioNs  for  the  Reli¬ 

gious  and  Moral  Gazette^  free  oj 
Several  very  encouraging  ac-’  postage^  vnll  be  gratefully  received. 
counts  were  related,  by  n'.emhers 


FROM  THE  PRESa  OF  M.  CROSWELL,  C.iTHKIl.L. 
Terms. — To  suhecribert-  in  rown,  two  dollars. c  yea,in  quarterly  favijicnt* 
^By  mail^  one  dollar  fifty  cents — To  fiost-ficleravd  others^ 

'  '  take  twenty -five  or  more,  nveektijand  becomere^fiLnuiblc^  i 

rcasonabU  alloxuance  xvill  bcmadc. 


